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PART IL

faddenly a voice rang out clear and loud,
asking who we were asnd what was our bus-
iness?! “Friends.,” 1 answered. *“Curions
to come disturbing people at night. Why.
what do yon wish!”

“*Senor Souza has been so delightea with
his entertainment on board the Alligator
that he has yielded to the entreaties of his
bost and allowed us to come ashore to in-
vite you all on bosrd to joinin the fun. It
18 rare apors; there isa puncheon of rum on
deck, with the head knocked out, and you
can awim in liquor,

““Souza pever sentsuch a messageas that.

]

i lack cattle we Bave here from escaping, |

a1 d there are gentes bravos” lurking ronnd
who would come and carry off everything
if weonly gave them the chance. No, un-
less Souza comes and gives us the order

dashed straight at nus. We were fairly
surprised, as I bad never dreamed that
three well-equipped and armed vessels,
such as the Alligator, Lucy Bates and the
Santa Catarina were, would have been at-
tacked in open boata., ! had not ealenlated
upon the bravery and dash of Yritish naval
oflicers and DBritish seamen. Fortunately
for me, the oflicer in commeind ocounted
nopon there being honor amonyg thieves, aud
directed all his boats on the Lucy Bates,
which was nearest to him, meaning,. doubt-
less, when he had settied with her to turn
his attention to the Alligator and Santa
Catarina,

Thisgave me an opportunity which [ was
not slow to avail myself of, for I quickly
got a spring onmy cable and veered away,
80 as to get my broadside to Lear on the

- combatants, and opened fire on friend and

He knows 1t 18 all we can do to keep the | ¢ 0 0s 00 e

Three boats 1 sank in a coa-
fm of minutes and the others | disabled; the

leutenant who commanded, however, was
# smart seaman, cut the Luey Bates cable
suv a8 to let her drift down on top of us, bus
1 was not to be caught in that way, and cut
my ecable and spring together, and the
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4 How to be Well and Strong.

e ). (Jreene’s
Nervura

Guaranteed Purely Vegetable and Harmless.

Read what

Mrs. Jordan says:
I was in bad shape when I began to take Dr.

The Best Spring ledicine in the World.

A Great
Detective’s

Blood and
Nerve Remedy.

It is the Discovery and
Prescription of a Physician.

A Chapter
from Life.

Greene’s Nervura blood and nerve remedy.” 1could
not sleep nights, many times had to get up and walk
the floor; had no appetite and what litzle I did eat
soured in a few momacots, I was nervous, weak,
and trembling, and goc up in the morning more tired
than when I went to bed, and feltall down — in fact,
could not see anything worth living for. After tak-
ing one hottle of Dr. Greene's Nervura blood and
nerve remedy I could sleep all night and feel rested
in the morning, my appetite was better, food did not
sour, and I felt better all over. Now I have taken
four botties and I feel like a new Iminﬁ.’

Mas. MARTHA JORDAN, New Vineyard, Me.

Now read what

Mrs. Bogart sayvs:

Mrs. E. 8. Bogart, of the Baptist Home, 63th Street,
New York City, says:

“ For eight years I have been constantly under
the care of doctors, but found no relief, nor, from
what the doctors told me, did I expect to get any
better. 1 was convinced that they did not under-
stand my case, so I thought I would try Dr. Greene’s
Nervura blood and nerve remedy, and the result has
been truly wonderful. I now feel in better health

breeze by this baving reached ns made
sall and giving another broadside kept
away dowp stream. for a channel which
my mate, Arshar Wilmshurst, knew of,
which wonld enable us to gain the main
channel of the river. below the Englisn
warships, and against the freshening sea
breeze, | knew no sauare rigged ship counld
stand a chancé with such a powerful
schoomner as the Alligator.

‘The Santa Catarina about this time blew
up. What became of those who fired the
train | know not, and the Lucy Dates bLe-
ing under mno control ran on shore. Care-
fullv piloted by Wilmshurst, and taking
sonndings 88 necessary, we made rapid
progress, while we were glad to see the
corvette and brig were standing up stream
80 48 to reach the anchorage where we had
been lying by the upper entrance, and I
considered that most probably thev knew
nothing of the passage we intended to
make use of, and thought that they had

himself, we will no#admit a soul until day-
light comes.”

“Oh, as for that, Souzd is so well content
with bhis lodging and entertalnment that |
bhe won’'t move, vou may be sure of that;
and as you won't come aboard ortake usin
we must even climb your stockade and
foree ourselves upon your care, for wecan’t
stand parleying here in the swamp all
night.”

Before an answer could be returned the
drink-maddened mob who were with me
rushed at the stockade and attempted to
scale it. Frenzied as were their essays to
force an entrance, for long they availed
nothing against the steady resistancé of
the defenders of the stockade, and twice

How many people thevre are who grow weak and
tired in the spring withont kno why, do not
sleep well nights, and get up mornings tired and
unrefreshed ; their head often aches or feels badly,
their stomach, liver, or kidneys are affected, they
have constipated bowels, and they fesl nervous,
depressed in mind and run down. Then
it is that they realize the value of their lost health.

So it was with Charles H. Stevens, Esq., of South
Effingham, N, H., a man well known and highly
honored in the Granite State.

“ The facts are these,” said Mr. Stevens. “I was
about prostrated in health, extremely nervous
limbs stiff in the joints, my bowels were bloated
badly,and my breathing was terrible. I could not
gtoop without almost losing my breath.

“ In fact I was almost a complete wreck, and could
do but little work of any kind.

“ ] commenced to take Dr. Greene’s Nervura blood

Story.

or thrice we bad to retire amid the shouis
and jeers of our opponents, wiren, at last,
unfortunstely for them, thinking we were
thoroughly beaten and discomfited, they
opened their gates to make a sally upon us,
at the same time loosing six Cuban bloed-
hounds,

1o the melee which ensued our superior
numbers told, and we managed to force our

way inside the stockade, a struoggling mass
of men and dogs, apd soon fresh horrors
were added to the scene, for the thasched
roofs of the houses csught fire and many of
the wretched slaves who were chained

and cooped up so that they had no possi-
bility toescape were burned todeath, many
even of those who were fighting for the pos-
session of their poor creatures fell wound-
ed into the tlames and perished miserably,
unregarded by their comrades, who, tinshed
with heat of combat and luss of blood,
fought on, recking of nothing save how to
qQuickestslay their adversaries,

At last the rays of the rising sun enabled
us to ree what we were really doing, and [
heard the shouts of Wilmshurst and more
men from the schooners, who, having sc-
compiisned their part of the task, were
now coming to our aid.

Toe deienders of the stockade were now
redneced to but some half-dozen wounnded
men, grimed by smoke and battle, while of
those who had landed with me over a score
bad perished, and not one save myself had
come through scatbless, 1 had been al-
ways in the thickest of the 1fight, but
neither shot nor steel, tooth of hound nor
flame bad injured me, aud my fellows wel-
comed this as & sign that I was indeed
favored by the devil, and that under mo
their wicked undertakings would always
prosper.

Wilmshurst’'s arfival put an end to the
“strugale. The few survivors of those who
had so long sud so bravely opposed us were
giatolod or pomiarded and tossed into the

arning rowns, aid then we began to turn
our attention to the slaves, the booty for
which we had fought,
the reader’'s mind with a description of the
scene of horrora presented in the barra-
coon. Some had perished by fire, some by
stray shots, some had died of fear or ex-
baunstion and others had been erushed and
trampled to death by ctheir fellows in their
vain efforts to esoape. Some stood haddled
together quaking with fear, and
some few bad escaped 1nto the
wools and swamps After collecting
our own wounded and sending them on

board, we set to work to hunt up the slaves |

who bad escaped, and a fresh caravan of
eaplives coming down from the interior,
we were soon able to fill the hoids of the
Alligator and the Lney Bates, Meanwhile,
80 many of our men had died of the
wounds they had received, and from fever
genciated by the miasma of the foal
swamps by which we were surronnded,
that we found that we had scarce enough
left to navigate these two, and aetermined,
after taking all that was of valneoutof the
Santa Caterina and sending down her up-
per masts, to haul her into the oreek and
leave her there to be used in case of need
if we shouid ever visit the place again.

Whilst we were employed abont this,
news was brought us by a native eanoe
that an Englieh corvette and a ten-gun
brig were in the river and were searching
out every nook and cranny, n search of
pirates snd slavers, and that they might be
expected up at the place we were lying the
next day.

Warner, Willushurst and myself upon
this bLela acouneil of war. Both of them
koew the Congo well and all the crecks
and channels, ana eonsidered 1t would be
more dangerous to try sud shp down the
Tiver upnoticed than to wait for the ar-
rivai of our enemies abreast of us; indeed,
it might chasco they would pass gur
anchorags without seeing us, when e
would be sure to be able to make our es-
cape nnmolested,

now proposed to lay them a trap by
plecing several easks of powder on board
the Cateriua and laying a mateh which we
could fire when we started. Perhaps the
English would board ber before she blew
up and go up with ter; if not, the explo-
sion would attract them to the spot, by
whieh time we should be miles away.

Theplan was no sooner proposea than it
wasadopted. The Lucy Bates aud Alliga-
tor were both hove short, gatis swayed up
and sails secured with split yarus, so that
not s woment should be lost when the time
arrived to get under way; and the Catarina
wus, tooutward asppearance, similarly pre-

ared, and the powder placed in some of

er water casks, and & piece of match led
through others, so that1t would be as qif-
ficult 10 trace as possible,

I hivse preparations were scarcely finished
before the sun set, and asi1s the case ia
tropical elimsates, it became slmost imme-
dintely dark. =Seeure that whe Engiish
ships would not risk ernising about in the
dangerous, unsurveved waters of the Con-
go at night, we soo. tnrned in, excepwWan
suchor watch, which with the vessels lying
a! short stay was absolutely necessary.

To some extent, we had reckoned without
our hosts,. At a little after 4 o'clock a
tornade which had been brewing for some
time barst upon us, and anless we had
veered very smartly both the schooners
would have been driven up among the
mangroves. As it was, the Catarina, from
whom all bands—save a couple who had
been left to fire the matel when the signal
was given—was forced asbore at the en-
trance of the ecreek which led up to the
destroyed barracoon,

Though it blows hard while it lasts, ator-
nado s soon finished. ana by daylighkt all
trace of the storm, excent the Santa Cata-
rins lying stranded om the shore, had
passed away. Ve soon were agsin ready
for depariure, our keenest sighted men
being at the mastbeads. which were dis-
‘ﬂllﬁl! with branches of trees, to keep a
sharp lookout on the doings of the English
.h:\? t 9 o'clock th

out Y o'cloe eman at the mai t-
bead of the Alligator huiled to S0y n:g:::ld
see the IO}'lll Of the two vessels, whieh
wWere o0ming up stream belore a fair light
breeze, but bardly were the words ont of
bis mouch than we beard the sound of
cars, the regnlar man-of-war stroke,
and two minutes later, round a pointg
covered with mangroves, appeared seven
boats, two of whieh carrmed ecar-
gsonades 1n thelr bows, the crews of
which as they caught sight of us gave vent
to their feslings with & singlo shorg cheer,

and then, bending to their osrs with a will,
Meaning really savage people.

I will not harrow |

caught us in a trap withont any chance of
escapea.

**Rounnd thenext bend.” said Wilmshurst,
“and we shall be clear of these narrow
channels, and gy our ocountrymen may
whistle tor us.”

We were then passing within about fifty
feet of the shore, and to round the bend
we had to come still closer in, 80 close 1n-
deed that branches of themangrove bushes
swept aguinst our sides, when from among
them three boats dasbed upon us and tiung
their crews upon our dock.

We were taken unawares and for a time
discipline gave onr adversaries an advan-
tage over us, but in the end our superior
pumbers told and after ten minutes of
sharp lighting we were masters of our ship,
sud those of ounr opponents who had not
been killed or forced overboard were lying
side by side bound hand and foot.

We now counld lie our course ont to sea
past Shark’s point, and having seen all sail
set and making sure that the two men-of-
wWar were no longer in zight, I went below
to wash mysell, prior to doing which 1
shared a bowl of punch with Wilmshurst,
for, indeed, figuting was thirsty work,

We soon made an olling from the'coast
and canght the trades, and were well on
our wady across the Ai.a2utiec before Wilms-
burst came and asked me what 1 intended
to do with the prisoners. *“What prison-
ersf” 1 asked, for I confesa that I bad clean
forgotten that we bLad any other prisoners
aboard than the poor black wretches who
filled our holda. “*“Why, those that came
on board uninvited jus” as we were leaving
the creek. They came on board agsinst
our will, and remained on board against
their own.”

| was staggered for a moment, for [ knew
if I les any of these men return to England
1t would be known that it was the Alliga-
tor which had escaped from the Congo, and
that no pains wonld be spared to insuremy
capture, and thar 1t wonld be sure to come
out that 1 nad notonly been engaged in
slaving (technically piracy), but also had
been guilty of murder and actual piracy
with regard to the Santa Catarina, and
that when oaught a short shrift and a long
rope would be my portien,

After thinking a bit, | gave orders for
them to be brought aft on the guarter-
deck, and vresently six men were brought,
handoufied together, under the guard of
some of the biggest raflians of my crew. As
I turned toward them, one of them spoke,
saying, "Ab! my lord, 1 aon’t think | was
wrong when 1 said you'd have your throat
cut or become a pirate as you were leaving
Port Roysl. 1 sees you have preferred the
sccond alternative.”

Looking at the speaker, ] recognized,
though he was clad 1n rags and tatters, his
bead bound in a bloody clout, and that
he was unsbhorn and haggard, the naval
ofticer who bad tola me there wasn'ta
man among my crew, when [ shipped
them, who did nouv deserve hanging. As
soon as | recognized him | knew that bhe
must die or else | would be hunted down,
but at the same time | determined that, for
& time at least, he shonld live as my guest;
for | was getting tired of the lhife l was
leading. without one single person with
whom I eould speak save Wilmshurst, and
even his stories of siaving and worse—for
now the mask was cit he openly jokea
sbout piracies in which be had been en-
gaged, and seemed to revel in thebratalities
of whieh be haa been a witness aond in
most of which he had Been an actor—began
to pall upon me.

“Ah! my dear fellow,” 1 said, “I must
OwWn ADDearances are against me. I did
not want iy throat cut, so_gave in to this
wild craise to the Conge, bat 1 bave had
no active band init. | am only now re-
stored to the command of the ship on the
condition that | take her safely to the Ha-
vanns, where we ought to arrive in three
wecks or thereabouts. 1 amn sorry indeed
that you have been sv scurvily treated, but
new you must be my guest uantil our ar-
rival there, and your men shall pe bLetter
treated than ever they have been in thelr
lives before. Once at Havana 1 will ar-
range for yous passage to Port Hoyal.”

*“*You infernal blackgunard, don’t you
think to hoodwink me wmh any of your
lying yarns. Haven’t we been told day
after day that the skipper of the craft was
an Englishwan who was nicknamed the
devill And tbough ] recognized the craft I
thought you had been murdered and some
renegate scoundrel had stolen the schooner,
| v:,wh to God, for your sake, it had been
80.

1 tuarned to Wilmshurst who was stand-
ing by me and asked if what | had said was
pot trne, Ay, every word you speak is as
true as if vyou swore to it. Sare, [ told yoa
if you didn't come with us willingly you'd
have to come with us unwilhingly. and you
consented, pever dreaming what was going
to happen. In the Congo 1 was 1n charge.”’

*“1 wish I conld believe 1t 10 be true,)”
said the Lieutenant,

“True it 1s,” 1 sard, I give you my word
of honor, and now I'll prove it. Wilmes-
hurst, have those irons taken off and take
Mr. Hawkshaw down in the saloon and
give him clothes and a bath, and his men
give them all they want, clothes, food and
drink; rig up a screen in the port gangway
where they may mess and sleep together;
and hark ye, let none of ourrutiians go near
them to tempt them to join us”

_In the saloon 1 knew Hawkshaw wonld
find no one who spoke English, and could,
therefore, learn nothing of what haa
passed, while, as for the blue-jackets, I
trusted that nnlimited food, tobacco and
grog won!d lull any suspicion that they
might bave formed.

‘Wilmshurst soon returned, having pro-
vided Hawkshaw with all he wanted. He
said. "What's in the wind now? 1 played
up well, being all in the dark, but, for the

1ife of me, ] cannot fathom what vou're |

after. Omne thing I know, and that is you
intend no good to John Bull's pup.”
“Oh” said |, yawniog lazily, ']l was get-

ting tired and | wanted a little companion~ |

ship; that'sall—a littie variety. I've heard

so muoch avout slaves and pirates | want |

pnow to know something about men-of-war
aud men-of~war's men.”

“Well,  don’t mind; but one thing—if
you let him go free we'llswing {or thiabus.
mrees; as sure as be steps over tho gungway
a free man I'll put a bullet throagh his
Lrain or & knife in his heart as he doea so.”

“Can’t you nnderstand me yet! I never
gaid he eonld go free itis necessary thatg
neither he nor any one of his men lives
to tell the tale of this cruise, meanwhile it
amuses me to hoave him as s guest, and [
awm sure it is a great Kindness to himn to give
bini every possible luxury during the few
days he has to live,”

“I'nat’s true enocugh, but mind | know

.

. boss—bhut only so long as | choose.

than for the last twenty yvears.
“ During all this time

MR3. E.
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to the bed.

Greene’s Nervura blood and nerve remedy
given me a new lease of life and hezalth, and that I
I have a great desire

am cured of all my troubles,

that others may be benefited as I have bee
take every opportunity to recommend it to the si

r.Greene’s Nervura
Spring Medicine

had been sufferin
malaria, heart disease, kidney and liver complaints,

with

nervous prostration and sleeplessness. For the
three wonths before taking this wonderful remedy, I
had been confined to my room and most of the time
I feel with the blessing of God, lll);s

Lack of sleep kills,
unhinges and unstrings our nervous energies. It
transforms a strong person into a weak one.
can eat and sleep well, we can maintain good health.
Dr. Greene’s Nervura blocd and [nerve remedy
makes you do both,

DETECTIVE ROBEET BRUCE.

A man well known all over the world, and whose
name is a terror to criminals and evil doers every-
where, is Robert Bruce, head and general superin-
tendent of the great Bruce's American Detective
Agency, which has its headquarters at 128 La Salle
Street, Chicago. He says:

“ [ suffered from insomnia for eight years,” he
said, “ but three bottles of Dr. Greene's Nervura
blood and nerve remedy completely restored me,
This remedy is worth its weight in gold. 1 would
not be without it if it cost ten times as much,

“ 1 have recommended it to some of my friends

and they are also delighted with the results obtained
from its use. May Dr. Greene live long and continue
to manufacture Dr. Greene’s Nervura blood and
nerve remedy for suffering mankind.”

We do not wonder at Mr. Bruce’s enthusiasm.
It racks brain and nerves. It

iIf we

and
ck.”

Doctors, Druggists, and

the People Recommend

As the Greatest

For sale by all Druggists,

for $1 a bottle.

.
!

you now; I know you have no honor and
po heart, and if it suited you to get rid of
me by knife, poison, or bullet you weuld do
s0. Yousuitme because voun bave money
and care for no one, Bear thisin mind, If
1 find you mean treachery to e that
moment is your last in this world.”

“All night, we guite understand each
other, but now for a few days we'll play at
being gentliewen.”

For four or tive days things went on
smoothly enough, and Hawkshaw seemed
as if he was willing to believe the story I
had told bim; but oneevening when I came
down below after seeing sail taken ofl, ns
it was threatening weather, | found him
standing by the talble in the saloon in a
etate of great excitement.

“\What lies have yon been telling me? I
know now that you have been the insti-

igator of all the crimes that have been com-

mitted on board this floating hell.”

“Why. what is the matter!”

“Matter enongh. Ishould choke if I did
pot speak, you inferoal villain, liar, mar-
derer, pirate, slaver, Oh! that I shounld
ever have mer an Eunglishman who is ench
an infernal villain, Fut me 1n irons again
—murder me, do what you like, 1'd sooner
die th.s’m slep another momentin your com-
pany.

“Ob! if that’s all, yonr wishes are soon
satisfied,” 1 answered, touching a bell
which stood on the table,

The steward came quickly 1n answer to
the summons, anpd in obedience to my or-
ders called down Wiimsharst and six men.

When they arrived | said to Hawkshaw,
“Yon are tired of good living, and wish to
be put in irons again; your wish shail be
gratitied at once, but I am afraid it wiil
not be for long, for I can have no unwill-
ing white passengers on board. [ will give
you till to-morrow morning to consider
your position, ana then yom can either
joim us in our merry roving life or take a
passage overboard.

“Join you, never,” he said, and, seizing a
knife, he rushed at me and wouvld doubitiess
have stabbed me to the heart, but was pre-
vented by the men 1 had ordered down.
After ashort struggle he was overpowered

ana disarmed, and carried up on deck by |
Wilmslurst and the men he had brought |

down with him.

l.eft alone, ] was seized by a revulsion of
feeling. Should this gallant yonng ofiicer
die? What should he die for?! Because he
was brave and honorable? Some 1deas of
hopor came back t0o my swmirched and
binckened soul, and I determined, ceme
what mignt, to save hias life.
and that of his brave companions, upon
whom all the temptations that had veen
lavished by Wilmshurst and a fow Ln-
glish and Americans, who were among our
gang, had falled to have any eflect, and
who, one and all, refused to cast in their
lot wl_th usa.

While | was moodily thinking of how |
had severed myself from all possibility of &
Iife in England. and trom oceupying thas
poaition to which my birth and fortune
entitled me, Wilmshurst returned and said
to ms, I guess we've had a vretty tough
job, but we've got all Johin Bull's serpents
10 1rons again, and now Devil come up and
see them walk the plank, I've got it all
ready rigged and greased, and the whole

gang toeing a lhine ready for the orderto
mareh.”

Never before had Wilnishnrst dared to

| address moso familiarly, nor in such an in-
. solent tone; true, he had threatened me
| onee, but that, in auch a life as ours, was
. mothing.

3 I felt insulted and enraged, and
suid, “Who gave youn orders to have the

' plank ngged? I'll let you know [I'm master

here.”
*“Master, if you like. Captain. skipper,

The
crew know you, and for their own safety

| they kept & wateh on youn, and I am with
- them. Wo want the use of your money, and
| we want your new schooner, and if 1t were

not that without you being alive we could
get mneither, von'd have gone to Davy
Jouea's locker long sgo. Cowue now on deck

and nerve remedy, and at the end of one week I had
lessened in girth about my bowels two inches and
now my girth is five inches less, and I am able to do
a full day’s labor.

“1 tell you, if it had not been for Dr. Greene's
Nervura blood and nerve remedy I should have been
dead before this time, and I can therefore give this
wonderful remedy,the highest praise.”

Blood and
Nerve Remedy

! For it Cures.
e

" DR. GREENE, 35 West 14th St., New York City,
can be consulted free, personally or by letter.
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and see the fun.” [ own I was Jstaggered:
hitherto everything and every one had
given way to my every whim and fanoy,

“snd here was one whom ] considered the

most obedient of my slaves daring to dic-
tate terms to me.

“Not to-night,” I said. "I muet cons:der
the matter; Lesides, for my revenge on
Hawkshaw, simple drowning is far too
small & thing to satisfy 1t; let me think for
the night, and I wili plan an ending for
him which will ountdo the imaginings of the
most ferocious of vaur crew.” This. Isaid,
trustingduring the night to hit upon some
plan by which I might vossibly save the
lives of the prisopers; but now I found I
was Do longer ouptain of my own shin
Partly outof obstinacy, and partly, 1 hope,
from asmall yemnant of good in me, 1 had
become as intent on saving the life
of Hawkshaw as balf an bhour before 1
had beén keen upon compassing his death,

“*Well, if yon can plan some amusement
for the lads I don't mind; but mind, no
treachery and no backing down,”

Wilmshurst left me, and alone I began to
realize, though but faintly indeea, what a
position I had plsced myself in and how
every way to escape was barred. If 1 saved
Hawkshaw he wounld, and rightly too, de-
nounce me, and there would be no portion
of the world where 1 could be safe from
the British navy., If I allowed him to be
murdered 1 teil more and more into the
power of Wilmshurst, who, now that he
had me completely 1n his power, began to
remove the musk of couiplete subservience
to my every thought and wish which he
had hitherto worn.

Harassed by conflioting emotions I did
what | had never doue in a!l my life before,
I called for brandy and gulped down glass
after glass of the fiery spirit to try and
drown thought. I have faint remembrances
of whatoccurred thatnight, a sort of night-
mare recollection of a fierce strugele, of a
stunning crash and then complete oblivion.

When pext I recovered consciousness |
Was 1b Iy cos, slung under a screen on the
quarter deck, miy head was bandaged and
aching as if 1t would splhit, and close by my
side was standing Wilmushurst.

**Abh! come round at last,” he said; I
thought yon were going to give us thesglip,
but now you are consecious agamn it will
soon be well with you.”

Socomplietely had my memory goune from
me that all recollection of the vovage to
the Congo was for the time wiped away,
and | asked Wilmshurst what was the mat-
ter and where we were.

“Where?! Why, on board the Alligator;
nothing the matter but a cargo of niggers
on board, aud Yavana within two days'
sail of ns”

This gave me a clew to some partof what
I hud forgotten.

W bere’'s Hawkshaw!” I asked.

“Hawkshaw, the Enghshman?! Whay,
what 01® you talking about! He's gone to
Davy Jones's locker, ana did his best that
you should go thero with him, But there,
you are still wealk, and there's no use excit-
ing you; when you are well enough I’ll spin
yoa the varn, and yon'll be more amused
by it than any one else. Maybe there’ll be
no need to spin it, for as you get better
your memory will come back toyou. Now
the best Luing you can do is to drink this
soup and go to sleep sgain. Your black-
guards forward bhave some human feelings
Jeft, for while you've been 11l they’'ve Leen
as quiet as mice, [ ean’'t nnderatand how
it 18, bat I believe they'vre fond of you.
Fond of the Devii! Ha! ha!”

1 drunk the soup which he offered me,
and then lay 1n my cot trying to think and
to remember what had oceurred; and then
there came back to my mind memories of
my mother, and thoughts of bher love and
kindness, and how one tonch of her soft,
cvol hand woulid still the throbbing of my
vrow. Then [ thought how astonished she
would be tosce berson aslaver and apirate,
und iromn that to how grieved sho would
be, and thought perchancein another world
her gontle spirit might even now be griey-
ing for wmy sins. The thoughts were too

much for me, and for the first time for
many years | wept,

As | weptl also thought, and made reso-
lauions for the fature that never again
would I goin forslaying and piracy, bnt
also so utterly was my mind darkened, my
soul embruted, that I never thonuht of do-
ing good, but only of leading a life of idle
pleasure and self-indulgence.

Dreaming thus, | fell asleep again, and
when I again awoke I felt much better,
and by the time we reached Havana | was
able to leave my cot and walk the deck,
though but feebly, it is true,

Wilmshurst sti!l refnsed to tell me the
whole story of how | had received my in-
jury and how Hawkshaw and his men had
met their end. He said somehow they bad
possessed themselves of handspikes, a cut-
lass or two, and three or four tomahawks,
and had made a sudden attack on the
watch on deck; that I had come up, and
Hawkshaw had at once singled me ont and
nearly killed me, but that in the end be and
his shipmates bad been all killed, *“‘There
are details!” Wilmsharst said, ‘‘to say
which will be interesting, and I will tell
yon when you are well” But what the
true story was I never kpew. At the
Havaus 1| was welcomed by my old boon
companions, and one of them took me to
live with himin his house, and ’twas there
1 met Francisca.

PART IIL
Francisca was my host's only sister, fair
ns she was good, and good as she was bean-
tiful. For many days after [ bhad landed I
suffered from an access of fever, and hov.

ered between life and death. During this
time 1 was conscious of some one greatly
aiding me, and in my confused state got
an idea in my head that the Iair figure at

my side was my mother’s spirit, something
white, filmy, mysterions, At Jast the fever
abated and my senses became clearer, and [
founa that the mysterious attendant was
not my mother's spint from the
other world, but one who was as
sruly an  angel as an inhabitant
of heaven—a lovely girl of nineteen—
Francisca, the sister of my host, Don Diego
Ximones. How bhe, knowing what I had
been and what my character was, had ever

permitted las sister to attend on me, |
kuow not: perchance he thought that 1 had
nochance of recovery, and that no harm
conld come of her attendance on me, as |
wounld die before her rancy could become
entrapoed. Afterwards, daring my coan-
valescence, he was often away gambling,
drinking, leading the same wild life [ my-
self bad led when at the Havana before.
and little recking what had occurred dur-
ing his absence from home, for, partly by
carelessness and partly by custom, grown
out of Francisca’s having nursed me when
helpless, he had Jeft us muehin each pther's
company. Trae, Francisca had an old an-
enua—poor girl, she was motherless—but
gold caused her to be blind, and Francisca
and I learned to think that there weres no
other persons on earth bnt our two selves,
and that while we were together we were
not on earth but 1n heaven.

Oh! those days of convalescence in the
shaded portico, heavy with the scent of
orange blossoms and cooled by the splash-
ing founntain 1o the conter, with my loved
oue sitting by me, her hand locked 1n mine!
] often wonder why such a sinner as I bhad
been was allowed, even though it were bt
fora brief space of time, to experieunce
such bliss here on earth, such a foretaste of
heaven. E

What became of the Alligator and Wilms-
Lurst, | scarcely recked, and é6ven the news
that the yacht | bad ordered from England
had, in ovedience to ordera [ had sent to
Port Hoyal, arrived at the Havans, scarce-

ly moved me.
l Francisoa, however, said she wished
much to seo the Buccaneer, for 8o my new

craft was fitly named, and accordingly we
made upa j»riy to go on board and exame-
ine, Don Diego and some of his friends,
some ladies and their duennas were bidden
aboard to a feast, which was intended to
serve the donuble purpose of celebrating my
restoration to health and of showing ol my
new acquisition, Among the party wasd &
Jesuit prieat, a relation of Don Diego, who
was ever haunting his house and of whom
I 1mstuinetively folt a dislike, bus whom I
regarded as being of no more importance
than a tame tom cat.

When we arrived st the quay in our
jinglhing, clatrering volantes, we found
boats manned by men of the Bucecaneer
who were dressed in the height of nautioal
dandyism, with bine and white striped
shirts, white trousers and red silk sashes
round their wasts, in which were stack sil-
ver-meounted pistols and daggers, a more
pioturesque looking lot of blackguards [
never saw, but amoong them [ saw many of
the Alligators, for Wilmshurst, to whom [
had given carte blancue as to discharging
and shipping men, had got rid of the En-

lishskipper and ocrew who had brought the

acecaneer out from England and bad trans-
ferred to her thoss of the Alligator whom
he most afiected, and filled up the comple-
ment with as big a sel of picaroons as shey.
This gave me a shoek, forl tnought how
ensily one of these men could blost me 1n
the eves of Francigsea, That a man shonld
gamble and lead a dissipated life, the hab-
its of her brother and bis companions had
taught her to regsrd as uatural apd bve-
coming, but_that i should be a thief and a
murderer w‘,nld. I know, §ill her soul with
sorrow and grief, Indeed, she had already
won from me s promise that | never again
wonid go to the coast of Africa for siaves,
“Dearest.,” she said, “we must have slaves,
and some must go and feteh them; so we
musat bave meat to eat and batchers must
kili the poor sheepand oxen, but you would
not be & butehear, wounld yoal!” | had long
been filled with loathing of the wretohed
traflic und no pleading {rom Francisca was
needed to conse me to give the reguired
promise, My dream was to escape from all
vile surroundings, and in the Buccaneer to
seek some i1siand where Francisca and |
could live out together an ideal life of love
apd coutentment. Vain, blind mortal, to
think tbat such could be my lot after the
gsins | had eommitted,

We divided ourselves among the varioug
boats, and soon were on board the Buecean-
eer, where we were received by Wilms.
huret, who had constituted himself the
skipper, and woo wore a gorgeous, fancy
uniform which saited his handsome though
evil face most admirably.

All my guests were lost in admiration as
the beauty of my new vessel, of her size,
her accominodation, the luxury of her
saloons an'd eabins, and the perfection and
efficienoy of her various fittings, After ex.
aminiug her in every nook and corner, wa
were sorved with an exquisite luncheon,
during whieh a band and the choir of one of
the churches, of which there are s0 many
inthe Havana, played aud sang for our
amusement,

Francisca and 1 soon wearied of being
alone though in a crowd, for unless we
were the only two we felt as if we were
separated; but each was ever all the com-
pany the other required, and, glaneing one
at the other, we soon shipped down from
the crowaed deck to examine more at our
leisure the cabins which we intended
should ere long Le the scene of our wedded
bappiness,

1 was showing bher one of the eabine
which [ nrtended should be fitted ns her
boudoir, and was saying, “"Sweetest one,
we will have this bung with pale blue
silk, and here, while yon play your gunitar,
1 will lie at your feet and worship you.”

“Oh, my love, my life, then we suall be
happy.” and sthen our lips met 1n one long,

fond kisa.
[To Be Concluded.)
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Prof. Felix L. Oawald prediota this coune
try will have 300,000,000 1ababitants 10 09




